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Its merits.

Its possible
abuses.

the right of excess condemnation, in other words the right
to condemn more land than is actually needed for a public
improvement and to sell the excess for private use after the
work is done. In some states constitutional amendments
have been necessary before such powers could be conferred;
and the required amendments have been made.1 So far
as street widenings are concerned; the power of excess con-
demnation permits the city to take not only the land that
is directly needed for the undertaking, but also so much as
may be necessary to provide proper building lots on either
side of the street. In some cases the right has been ex-
tended to the taking of land for parks and public buildings,
the procedure being the same as in ordinary land takings
and the compensation determined in the same way. Clearly,
the excess-condemnation plan gives a city greater freedom in
financing its street improvements, particularly when the
repayment of any large portion of the cost by means of
special assessments or betterments seems to be impracticable.
If judiciously used, it may also facilitate the replanning of
congested districts. It seems, indeed, to be about the only
channel through which the American city can fully protect
its public property from being surrounded by ill-assorted
and unsightly private structures.

Yet it ought to be emphasized that this new freedom in the
matter of land taking may readily lead to abuses. The
American city, as every one seems to realize, is a poor bar-
gainer. It pays the high-water-mark price for what it buys
and gets the very lowest figure for what it sells. If cities de-
velop the habit of projecting large street-widening schemes
on the theory that they can come out with a profit, they are
sure to be sadly disillusioned. Nothing could be farther
from the best interests of the American city than that it

1 These states are Massachusetts, Ohio, Wisconsin, and New York.
The text of the amendments is printed in Flavel Shurtle'ff and F. L* Olm-
sted's Carrying out the City Plan (New York, 1914), Appendix, pp, 278-
280,